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Education
Birmingham-Southern College (1964--A.B.) in geology; minor in philosophy/religion

Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary (1968--M.Div.) with concentration in ancient Church history


While at Garrett named:



Howes Memorial Scholar -- 1964-65



Bloomquist Memorial Scholar -- 1965-66



Honors Scholar -- 1966-67



Highest Honor's Scholar -- 1967-69



Graduated in 1968 with Distinction in Honors at the head of the M.Div. class

Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary/Northwestern University (1975--Ph.D.) in the history and literature of religion with a concentration in American Church history and minors in American intellectual history and American Protestant theology.


While in the Ph.D. program, named:



John H. Morava Scholar -- 1968-69

Professional Career
2011-2022

Distinguished Professor of American Religious History, Baylor University 




(retired 5-31-2022)
2009-2011

Distinguished Senior Fellow at Institute for Studies of Religion at Baylor



University, Waco, Texas
1980-present

Director of the Institute for the Study of American Religion, Waco, TX
1990-2011

Research Specialist, Department of Religious Studies, University of California-Santa Barbara

1989-1990

Senior Research Associate, Santa Barbara Centre for Humanistic Studies, Santa Barbara, California

1985-1990

Visiting Scholar, Department of Religious Studies, University of California-Santa Barbara

1971-80


Various pastoral and administrative positions, part-time student and part-time Director of the Institute for the Study of American Religion

1968-1971

Student, full-time

1968


Ordained elder in the United Methodist Church




Founded the Institute for the Study of American Religion, Evanston Illinois
American Academy of Religion. Member 1977-present.
Society for the Scientific Study of Religion.  Member 1975-present.

Society for Pentecostal Studies, 2013-present

Advisory Board of Review of Religion and Chinese Society. Member 2013-present.
Board of International Society for the Study of New Religions. Member 2013-2021.

East Asian Society for the Scientific Study of Religion. Member 2018-present
Journal of Daesoon Thought & the Religions of East Asia, Honorary Editor, 2022-present
Teaching Experience:

2011-2022 

Distinguished Professor of American Religious History, Baylor University

2008-2019

Visiting Scholar, People’s Public Security University of China, Beijing, China

1990-2010

Research Specialist, Department of Religious Studies, University of California-Santa Barbara

1985-1990

Visiting Scholar, Department of Religious Studies, University of California-Santa Barbara

1986-1989

Lecturer, Ernest Holmes College, Los Angeles

1982-


Visiting lecturer, winter session, Loyola University, Chicago

1981-


Visiting lecturer, summer session, Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary

1971-


Visiting lecturer, summer session, University of San Francisco

1968-70


Graduate teaching assistant, Garrett Theological Seminary

Publications and Papers
Books:

Resource Guide for the Study of Pentecostalism in Texas. Waco, TX: Institute for Studies of Religion, 2020. 165 pp.

The Churches of McLennan County, Texas: A 2015 Snapshot. With Todd Ferguson. Waco, TX: Institute for Studies of Religion, 2018. 549 pp.

Faiths across Time: 5,000 Years of Religious History. 4 vols. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-Clio, 2014.
African American Methodists in the Antebellum and Reconstruction Periods: A Timetable, 1760-1876. 2013. Posted at: http://www.historicstgeorges.org/african-american-methodists. 
Religious Celebrations: An Encyclopedia of Holidays, Festivals, Solemn Observances, and Spiritual Commemorations. 2 vols. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-Clio, 2011. 1036 pp.

Religions of the World: A Comprehensive Encyclopedia of Beliefs and Practices. With Martin Baumann. 6 vols. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-Clio, Rev. edition, 2010. 

Melton’s Encyclopedia of American Religion. Detroit: Gale/Cengate Learning, 8th edition. 2009. 1386 pp.

Spiritual Pathways: Hong Kong. A Directory of Hong Kong’s Religious and Spiritual Communities. With Edward Irons. Hong Kong: Hong Kong Institute for Culture, Commerce, and Religion/Santa Barbara, CA: Institute for the Study of American Religion, 2008. 191 pp.

Nelson's Handbook of Denominations. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2007. 620 pp.

A Will to Choose: The Origins of African American Methodism. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2007. 315 pp.

Os Meninos de Dios "A Familia." Eugene, OR: Resource Publications, 2007. 130 pp.

The Encyclopedia of Religious Phenomena. Detroit: Visible Ink Press, 2007. 380 pp. 

Encyclopedia of Protestantism. New York: Facts on File, 2005. 628 pp. Rpt.: New York: Checkmark Books, 2008. 628 pp.

Reiki: tecnica o religione? With Andrea Menegotto. Torino, Italy: Elledici, 2005.120 pp.

The Family/The Children of God. Salt Lake City, UT: Signature Books, 2004.102 pp. 
L'Eglise de Scientoligie. Torino, Italy: Elledici, 2002.102 pp.

Cults, Religion and Violence. With David G. Bromley. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2002. 272 pp.

Religions of the World: A Comprehensive Encyclopedia of Beliefs and Practices. With Martin Baumann. 4 vols. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-Clio, 2002. Rev. edition: 2010. 6. Vols. 

Protestant Faith in America. New York: Facts on Files, 2002. 128 pp. 

The Church of Scientology. Salt Lake City, UT: Signature Books, 2000. 80 pp.

American Religion: An Illustrated History. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-Clio, 2000. 316 pp.

Gehirnwäsche und Secten. Interdisziplinäre Annäherungen. Edited with Massimo Introvigne. Marburg, Germany: Dialogonal-Verlag, 2000. 

Ninos de Dios. Secta o Movimento Religioso, "The Family"? Bogata, Columbia: Paulinas, 1999. 104 pp.

A Scuola di illuminazione, gli insegnamenti dell'accademia di scienze spirituali di Ramtha. Cesena, Utaly: Macro Edizioni, 1999. 257 pp.

Finding Enlightenment: Ramtha’s School of Ancient Wisdom. Hillsboro, OR: Beyond Words, 1998. 216 pp. German edition as: Erleuchtung finden: Ramthas alte Schule der Weisheit. Peiting: In Der Tat Verlag, 1998. 272 pp.
La Chiesa di Scientology [The Church of Scientology]. Torino: Editrce Elle di ci, 1998. 93 pp. (Reprinted in English and French editions)

International Directory of the World’s Religions: Canada. Chicago: Institute for World Spirituality, 1998. 151 pp. With James Beverley.

Prime-Time Religion. Phoenix, AZ: Oryx Press, 1997. 413 pp. Co-authored with Phillip Charles Lucas and Jon R. Stone.

Dai Bambinio di Dio a The Family [The Children of God/The Family]. Torino: Editrce Elle di ci, 1997. 76 pp. (Reprinted in Spanish, English, Portuguese and Japanese editions)

Pour en finir avec les sectes: Le débat sur le rapport de la commission parliamentaire. Turin: CESNUR/Milan: Giovanni, 1996. 355 pp. Second edition: Paris: Dervy, 1996. 355 pp. Third edition: Paris Éditions Dervy, 1996. 335 pp. Co-edited with Massimo Introvigne.

Encyclopedia of Occultism and Parapsychology. Detroit, MI: Gale Research Company, 4th ed., 1996. 1511 pp. 5th Edition. Detroit, MI: Gale Group, 2001. 2 vols. 1939 pp.

Church Universal and Triumphant in Scholarly Perspective. Stanford, CA: Center for Academic Publication, 1994. 160 pp. Co-edited with James R. Lewis. 

Politics of the Spirit: Religion and Multiethnicity in Los Angeles. Los Angeles: University of Southern California, 1994. 42 pp. With John B. Orr, Donald E. Miller, and Wade Clark Roof.

Sex, Slander and Salvation: Investigating The Family/Children of God. Stanford, CA: Center for Academic Publication, 1994. 288 pp. Co-edited with James R. Lewis.

Encyclopedia of African American Religion. New York: Garland Publishing, 1993. 926 pp. Co-edited with Larry Murphy and Gary L. Ward. 

National Directory of Churches, Synagogues, and Other Houses of Worship. 4 vols. Detroit, MI: Gale Research Company, 1993.

Religious Information Sourcebook. New York: Garland Publishing, Religious Information Systems, 1992. 569 pp. With Michael A. Koszegi

Directory of Religious Organizations. Detroit, MI: Gale Research Company, 1992. 800 pp.

Islam in North American: A Sourcebook. New York: Garland Publishing, 1992. 414 pp. With Michael A. Koszegi.  Rpt.: New York: Routledge/Taylor and Francis, 2017. 414 pp. 
Perspectives on the New Age. Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 1992. 369 pp. Co-edited with James R. Lewis

New Age Almanac. Detroit, MI: Visible Ink, 1991. 479 pp. With Aidan A. Kelly and Jerome Clark.

Religious Leaders of America. Detroit, MI: Gale Research Company, 1991. 604 pp. 2nd edition: 1999. 724 pp.

Religious Groups in America: A Directory. New York: Garland Publishing, Religious Information Systems, 1991. 311 pp.

New Thought: A Reader. Santa Barbara, CA: Institute for the Study of American Religion, 1990. 301 pp. 

New Age Encyclopedia. Detroit, MI: Gale Research Company, 1990. 586 pp. With Aidan A. Kelly and Jerome Clark

Annie Besant. The Origins of Theosophy. Annie Besant—The Atheist Years. Edited and with an Introduction by J. Gordon Melton. New York: Garland Publishing, 1990. Rpt. New York: Routledge, 2015. 391 pp.

The Encyclopedia of American Religions: Religious Creeds. 2 vols. Detroit: Gale Research, 1988, 1994. 

The Encyclopedia of American Religions: Religious Creeds. Detroit, MI: Gale Research Company, 1988. 838 pp. Rpt.: New York: Triumph Books, 1991. 3 vols. 

Biographical Dictionary of American Cult and Sect Leaders. New York: Garland Publishing Company, 1986. 344 pp.

The Encyclopedic Handbook of the Cults in America. New York: Garland Publishing Company, 1986. 260 pp. Revised edition: 1992. 407 pp.

Planning and Program Priorities for the Northern Illinois Conference of the United Methodist Church: A Report on a Survey of the Churches. Chicago: Long Range Planning Committee of the Northern Illinois Conference, 1984. 15 pp. 

An Open Letter Concerning the Local Church, Witness Lee and the God-Men Controversy. Santa Barbara, CA: Institute for the Study of American Religion, 1985. 28 pp. 
Why Cults Succeed Where the Church Fails. Elgin, IL: Brethren Press, 1985. 133 pp. With Ronald M. Enroth. 
An Old Catholic Sourcebook. New York: Garland Publishing Inc., 1982. 400 pp. With Karl Pruter. 
The Cult Experience. New York: Pilgrim Press, 1982. 150 pp. With Robert L. Moore. 
Religious Requirements and Practices of Certain Selected Groups. A Handbook for Chaplains. Washington, DC: Department of the Army, 1978. 255pp. Large format. Prepared by Kirschner Associates, Washington, DC. Posted at: https://apps.dtic.mil/sti/pdfs/ADA055832.pdf. Rev. ed. as: Religious Requirements and Practices of Certain Selected Groups. A Handbook Supplement for Chaplains. Washington, DC: Department of the Army, 1980. Unpaged. Large format 

The Encyclopedia of American Religions. Wilmington, NC: Consortium Books, 1978. 2 vols.; Supplement. Detroit: Gale Research Company, 1985. 177 pp. 2nd Edition: Detroit: Gale Research Company, 1987. 899 pp; 3rd Edition: Detroit, MI: Gale Research Company, 1988. 1102 pp. Rpt.: New York: Triumph Books, 1991. 3 vols. 4th Edition: Detroit, MI: Gale Research Company, 1992. 1217 pp. 5th Edition: Detroit, MI: Gale Research Company, 1996. 6th edition: Detroit: Gale Research Company, 1998. 1243 pp. 7th Edition: Detroit: Thomson/Gale, 2003. 1408 pp. 8th edition revised as Melton’s Encyclopedia of American Religion. Detroit: Gale/Cengate Learning, 2009. 1386 pp. 9th edition: Detroit: Gale/Cengate Learning, 2016. 2 vols. 1720 pp.
A Directory of Religious Bodies in the United States. New York: Garland Publishing Inc., 1977. 305 pp. 
Log Cabins to Steeples: The Methodist Way in Illinois. Commission on Archives and History of the Northern, Central and Southern Illinois Conferences (of the United Methodist Church), 1974. 417 pp. 

The History of the Churches of the Bowling Green Yoked Charge. Clay City, IN: Clay City News, 1967. 65 pp.  Rpt.: Center Point, IN: Clay County Genealogical Society, 2003. 73 pp.

Articles:

2024

“From NSA to SGI in the USA: The Emergence of Soka Gakkai in America.” The Journal of CESNUR, 8, 4 (July-August 2024): 90—109.
2023

“The Beginnings of African American Pentecostalism: The Case of Texas.” Pneuma 45, 1 (2023): 5-20.

“The Role of Texas in the Origin and Development of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal.” Catholic Southwest: A Journal of History and Culture 34 (2023): 60=75.

“Whatever Happened to the Worldwide Church of God.” The Journal of CESNUR 7, 5 (September-October 2023): 3-19.

(with Todd Ferguson and Steven Foertsch). “The Others: Finding and Counting America's Invisible Churches.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 62, 4 (December 2023): 901-14. 

2021

“The Baptist Phase of the Charismatic Movement: The Case of Texas.”  Baptist History and Heritage LVI 2 (Summer 2021): 53-72. 
“Opposition to Jehovah’s Witnesses in the United States Through the Twentieth Century.” The Journal of CESNUR 5, 1 (January—February 2021): 39-53.

“Schism in American Methodism: Polity, Power, and Property.”  Methodist Review 13 (2021): 124–44. Posted at 

2020

“A New Religion Fights for Peace: The Case of the Quakers in Korea.” The Journal of CESNUR 4, 5 (September--October 2020): 27-41.
“Pioneering Hinduism in Canada: The Life and Work of Swami Sivananda Radha.” Études Canadiennes/Canadian Studies 88 (2020): 115-27.

“’New New Religions’ in North America: The Swaminarayan Family of Religions.” The Journal of CESNUR 4, 4 (July—August 2020): 89-109. 

“The Rise of La Luz del Mundo in Texas.” The Journal of CESNUR 4, 2 (March-April 2020): 3-20. Posted at:

https://cesnur.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/tjoc_4_2_full_issue.pdf
“Dr. Henry Morgentaler, “Arch-Abortionist” and Humanist: An Unbeliever’s Pro-Choice Campaign in Quebec and Canada.” In Susan J. Palmer, Paul L. Gareau, and Martin Geoffroy, eds. The Mystical Geography of Quebec: Catholic Schisms and New Religious Movements. New York: Palgrave Macmillian, 2020, pp. 135-49 . With Steven Tomlins. 
“Toward a Topology of the Megachurch.” In Stephen Hunt, ed. Handbook of Megachurches Leiden: Brill, 2020, pp. 68-83.

2018

“An Initial Response to the Call for Reframing the History of New Religious Movements.” Nova Religio 21, 4 (May 2018): 88-95.

“A Contemporary Ordered Religious Community: The Sea Organization.” Journal of CESNUR 2, 2 (March/April 2018): 21-59. Posted at: https://cesnur.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/tjoc_2_2_full_issue.pdf. 
2017

 “Pentecostalism Comes to China: Laying the Foundations for a Chinese Version of Christianity.” In Fenggang Yang, Joy K. C. Tong, and Allan H. Anderson, eds. Global Chinese Pentecostal and Charismatic Christianity. Leiden: Brill, 2017, pp. 43-62. 

“On Doing Research on Scientology: Prospects and Pitfalls.” Act Comparanda Subsidia IV. (2017): 11-20.

“The Religious Background of the Movement for Spiritual Integration into the Absolute.” Journal of CESNUR 1, 1 (September/October 2017): 43-60. Posted at: https://cesnur.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/tjoc_1_1_full_issue.pdf.  
2015

“Introduction” for Christopher Buck. God and Apple Pie: Religious Myths and Visions of America. Kingston, NY: Educator’s International Press, 2015, pp. 1-4.

2014

“New Age: History, Beliefs, Practices.” In Terry C. Munk, Harold A. Netland, and Gerald R. McDermott, eds. Handbook of Religion: A Christian Engagement with Traditions, Teachings and Practices. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2014, pp. 629-34. 

“New Age: Theological Exchanges, Current Issues.” In Terry C. Munk, Harold A. Netland, and Gerald R. McDermott, eds. Handbook of Religion: A Christian Engagement with Traditions, Teachings and Practices. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2014, pp. 635-640.

2013

 “Revisionism in the New Age Movement: The Case of Healing with Crystals.” In Eileen Barker, ed. Revisionism and Diversification in New Religious Movements. Farnham, Surrey, UK: Ashgate, 2013, pp. 201-11.

“Cults in China: Genuine Threat or Classification of Convenience?” In Religion in the Social Transition of Contemporary China: Sino American Perspectives. Washington. DC: Woodrow Wilson Center for Scholars/Asia Research Center Foundation, 2013, pp. 229-38.

“Foreword.” In Jeffrey D. Lovoie. Segregation and the Baptist Bible Fellowship: Integration, Anti-Communism and Religious Fundamentalism, 1950-1970. Palo Alto, CA: Academia Press, 2013, pp. ix-xii.

“Looking into the Future: Why Prophecies Will Continue.” In Sarah Harvey and Suzanne Newcombe. Prophecy in the New Millennium: When Prophecies Persist. Farnham, Surrey, UK: Ashgate Publishing, 2013, pp. 277-84.

“African American Methodists in the Antebellum and Reconstruction Periods: A Timetable, 1760-1876.” 2013. Posted at http://www.historicstgeorges.org/african-american-methodists. 
2012

 “New Religious Movements in America.” In Stephen J. Stein, ed. Religions in America, Volume II: 1945 to the Present. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2012, pp. 426-450.

“Reconceptualizing Types of Religious Organization: Dominant, Sectarian, Alternative, and Emergent Tradition Groups.” With David G. Bromley. Nova Religio: The Journal of Alternative and Emergent Religions 15, 3 (February 2012): 4–28.

2011

“On My Way to Canaan Land: African American Methodist in Nineteenth-Century Canada.” In Bernadette Rigal-Cellard, ed. Prophéties et Utopies Religieuses au Canada. Bordeaux: Presses Universitaires de Bordeaux, 2011, pp. 175-189.

“History as a Factor in the Social Scientific Study of Chinese Religion” In From the Armchair to the Field: Selected Articles of the Beijing Summit on Chinese Spirituality and Society. I, 43-52. In Chinese. A paper originally presented at the Beijing Summit on Chinese Spirituality and Society, Peking University, Beijing, Peoples Republic of China, Oct. 9-10, 2008. English edition as: Fenggang Yang and Graeme Lang, eds. Social Scientific Studies of Religion in China: Methodology, Theories, and Findings. Leiden: Brill, 2011, pp. 47-60.
“Birth of a Religion.” In James R. Lewis ed. Scientology. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009, pp. 17-33. 

“Violence and New Religions: An Assessment of the Problems, Progress, and Prospects in Understanding the NRM-Violence Connection.” With David Bromley. In Madawi Al-Rasheed and Marat Shterin, eds. Dying for Faith: Religiously Motivated Violence in the Contemporary World. London: I R. Tauris, 2009, pp. 27-41. 

“New Religious Movements: Dialogues beyond Stereotypes and Labels.” In Alan Race and Paul M Hedges, eds. Christian Approaches to Other Faiths. London: SCM Press, 2008, pp. 308-323.

"An Introduction to New Religions." In James R. Lewis. Oxford Handbook to New Religions. New York: Oxford University Press, 2008, pp. 16-36.

“Cults Are no More Violent than Other Religious Groups,” (with David G. Bromley). In Katherine Swarts, ed. Are Cults a Serious Threat? Detroit Thompson/Gale, 2007, pp. 21-27.

"New, New Religions: Revisiting a Concept." Nova Religio: The Journal of Alternative and Emergent Religions 10, 4 (May 2007): 103-112. 

"Introducing and Defining the Concept of a New Religion." In David G. Bromley, ed. Teaching New Religious Movements. New York: Oxford University Press, 2007, pp. 29-40. Series: AAR Teaching Religious Studies.

"Beyond Millennialism: The New Age Transformed." In Daren Kemp and James R. Lewis, eds. Handbook of New Age. Leiden: Brill, 2007, pp. 77-97.

“The Affirmation of Charismatic Authority: The Case of the True Buddha School.” The Australian Religious Studies Review 20, 3 (Summer, 2007): 286-302. 

“Critiquing Cults: An Historical Perspective.” In Eugene V. Gallagher and W. Michael Ashcraft, eds. Introduction to New and Alternative Religions in America. Volume 1. History and Controversies. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2006, pp. 126-42. 
“African American Methodism in the M. E. Tradition: The Case of Sharp Street (Baltimore).” The North Star 6 2 (Spring 2005). Posted at: https://www.princeton.edu/~jweisenf/northstar/volume8/melton.html. 

"Foreword" for Christopher Partridge, ed. New Religions: A Guide. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004, pp. 10-13.

"Toward a Definition of 'New Religion'." Nova Religio: The Journal of Alternative and Emergent Religions 8, 1 (July 2004): 73-87.

"Tordre le cour à quelques idées reçues: et si le pluralisme et l'expansionnisme religieux étaient aussi forts en Europe qu'en Amérique du Nord? In Bernadette Rigal-Cellard, ed. Sects, Églises, Mystiques: Échanges, conquêtes, metamorphoses. Bordeaux, FR: CLAN-CEC/Pleine Page 'Editeur, 2004, pp. 39-53

"The Counter-Cult Monitoring Movement in Historical Perspective." In James Beckford and James V. Richardson. Challenging Religion: Cults and Controversies. London: Routledge, 2003, pp. 102-13.
"Introduction" for John A. Saliba, Understanding New Religious Movements. Walnut Creek, CA: Alta Mira Press, 2003, pp. xi-xvi.

“Violence and Religion in Perspective.” With David G. Bromley. In J. Gordon Melton and David G. Bromley, eds. Cults, Religion and Violence. With David G. Bromley. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2002, pp. 1-10.
“Challenging Misconceptions about the New Religions-Violence Connection.” In J. Gordon Melton and David G. Bromley Cults, Religion and Violence. With David G. Bromley. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2002, pp.42-56.
Lessons from the Past, Perspective for the Future.” In J. Gordon Melton and David G. Bromley Cults, Religion and Violence. With David G. Bromley. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2002, pp. 229-43.
"How Divine Science Got to Denver." JSSMR Journal of the Society for the Study of Metaphysical Religion 7, 2 (2002): 103-122.

"A Contemporary Ordered Religious Community: The Sea Organization." In Derek H. Davis and Barry Hankins, eds. New Religious Movements & Religious Liberty in America. Waco, TX: J. M. Dawson Institute of Church-State Studies, 2002, pp. 45-79. 2nd edition. Waco, TX: Baylor University Press, 2003, 43-67.

"Scientology in Europe: Testing the Faith of a New Religion." In Derek Davis and Gerhard Besier, eds. International Perspectives of Freedom and Equality of Religious Belief. Waco, TX: J. M. Dawson Institute of Church-State Studies, Baylor University, 2002, pp. 69-84. 

"The Modern Anti-Cult Movement in Historical Perspective." In Jeffrey Kaplan and Heléne Lööw, eds. The Cultic Milieu. Walnut Creek, CA: Alta Mira Press, 2002, pp. 265-89.

"The Fate of NRMs and their Detractors in Twenty-First Century America." Nova Religio: The Journal of Alternative and Emergent Religions 4, 2 (April 2001): 241-48.

"Religious Pluralism: Problems and Prospects." Brigham Young University Law Review 2001, 2 (2001): 619-629.

"Emerging Religious Movements in North America: Some Missiological Reflections." Missiology: An International Review 28, 1 (January 2000): 85-98.

"Anti-cultists in the United States." In Bryan Wilson and Jamie Cresswell, eds. New Religious Movements: Challenge and Response. London: Routledge, 1999, pp. 213-233.

"Recent Changes in the Family." In Bertrabd Ouellet and Richard Bergeron, eds. Croyances et sociétés. Montreal: Éditions Fides, 1998, pp. 233-45.

"The Emergence of New Religions in Eastern Europe Since 1989." In Eileen Barker & Margit Warburg, eds. New Religions and New Religiosity. Aarhus, Denmark: Aarhus University Press, 1997, pp. 45-65.

"The Future of the New Age Movement." In Eileen Barker & Margit Warburg, eds. New Religions and New Religiosity. Aarhus, Denmark: Aarhus University Press, 1997, pp. 133-49.

"European Receptivity to the New Religions.’ In Helle Meldgaard and Johannes Aagaard, eds. New Religuious Movements in Europe. Aarhus, Denmark: Aarhus University Press, 1997, pp. 18-30.

"The Case of Edward J. Arens and the Distortion of the History of New Thought." JSSMR: The Journal of the Society for the Study of Metaphysical Religion 2, 1 (Spring 1996): 13-29.

"Historique des association modernes anti-sectes (aux Etats-Unis)." In Les Controverses en Matiere de "Sectes" ou Nouveaux Mouvements Religieux: Un Regard sur les Movements Anti-Sectes. Paris: CERNUR France, 1996, pp. 1-22.

"New Thought's Hidden History: Emma Curtis Hopkins, Forgotten Founder." JSSMR: The Journal of the Society for the Study of Metaphysical Religion 1, 1 (Spring 1995): 5-40.

"The Changing Scene of New Religious Movements: Observations from a Generation of Research." Social Compass 42, 2 (June 1995): 265-276.

"The Contactees: A Survey." In James R. Lewis, ed. The Gods Have Landed: New Religions form Other Worlds. Albany, NY: State University of New York Press, 1995.

"Whither the New Age?" In Timothy Miller, ed. America’s Alternative Religions. Albany, NY: State University of New York Press, 1995.

"New Japanese Religions in the United States." In Peter B. Clarke and Jeffery Somers, eds. Japanese New Religions in the West.  Sandgate, Folkstone, Kent, UK: Japan Library, 1994. With Constance Jones.

"Sexuality and the Maturation of the Family." In James R. Lewis and J. Gordon Melton, eds. Sex, Slander and Salvation: Investigating The Family/Children of God.  Stanford, CA: Center for Academic Publication, 1994.

"The Family: Where Does It Fit?" In James R. Lewis and J. Gordon Melton, eds. Sex, Slander and Salvation: Investigating The Family/Children of God.  Stanford, CA: Center for Academic Publication, 1994.

"Paschal Beverly Randolph: America's Pioneer Occultist." In Jean-Baptiste Martin and Franciose LaPlantine, eds. Le Défi Magique. Lyon, France: Presses Universitaires de Lyon, 1994. Pp. 115-29.

"A Fiery Ending." In James R. Lewis, ed. From the Ashes: Making Sense of Waco. Lanham, MD: Littlefield & Rowland, 1994.

"Un commento dagli Stati Uniti: la ricettivita dell'Europe ai nuovi movementi religiosi." In M. Introvigne e J. F. Mayer. L'Europa delle Nuove Religioni. Torino, Italy: Editrice Elle Di Ci., 1993, 193-208.

"Problems of Research and Data in the Study of New Religions." with James T. Richardson and Robert Balch. In David G. Bromley and Jeffrey K. Hadden. Religion and the Social Order. Vol. 3, The Handbook on Cults and Sects in America. Greenwich, CT: JAI Press, 1993, pp. 213-229.

"Whither the New Age?" The Way 33, 3 (July 1993): 199-209. Revised as "Whither the New Age?" In Timothy Miller, ed. America's Alternative Religions. Albany, NY: State University of New York Press, 1995. 

"New Religions Movements and Interfaith Dialogue."  ISKCON Communications Journal 2 (July-December 1993): 73-79.

"The Evangelical Thrust into Eastern Europe."  Syzygy 2 3/4 (Summer/Fall 1993): 183-92. Rpt. in Robert Towler, ed. New Religions and the New Europe. Aarhus, Denmark: Aarhus University Press, 1995.

"Problems of Research and Data in the Study of New Religions." In David G. Bromley and Jeffrey K. Hadden, eds. The Handbook on Cults and Sects in America. Greenwich, CT: JAI Press, 1993. Pp. 213-229.

"Another Look at New Religions." The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science 527 (May 1993): 97-112.

"European Receptivity to the New Religions." Syzygy 1, 1 (Winter 1992): 3-13.

"Edgar Cayce and Reincarnation: Past Life Readings as Religious Symbology." Syzygy 3: 1/2 (Winter. Spring 1991): 23-38. Rpt. in: James R. Lewis, ed. The Encyclopedia Sourcebook of New Age Religions. Amherst, NY: Prometheus Books, 2004, pp. 82-93.

"When Prophets Die: The Succession Crisis in New Religions." In Timothy Miller, ed. When Prophets Die: The Postcharismatic Fate of New Religious Movements. Albany, NY: State University of New York Press, 1991. Pp. 1-12.

"The Attitude of Americans toward Hinduism from 1883 to 1983 with Special Reference to the International Society for Krishna Consciousness." In David G. Bromley and Larry D. Shinn, eds. Krishna Consciousness in the West. Lewisburg, PA: Bucknell University Press, 1989, 79-101.

"A History of the New Age Movement." In Robert Basil, ed. Not Necessarily the New Age. Buffalo, NY: Prometheus Press, 1988. Pp 34-53. 

"The Contactees: A Survey." In Mimi Hynek, ed. The Spectrum of UFO Research. Chicago: J. Allen Hynek Center for UFO Studies, 1988. Pp. 99-108. Rpt. in James R. Lewis. The God Have Landed: New Religions from Other Worlds. Albany, NY: State University of New York Press, 1995. 
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"A Contemporary Ordered Religious Community: The Sea Organization." Paper Presented at the 2001 CESNUR Conference held at the London School of Economics, London, England. Posted at: http://religiousmovements.lib.virginia.edu/cesnur/melton.html.

"Brainwashing and the Cults: The Rise and Fall of a Theory." English translation of Introduction to Gehirnwäsche und Secten. Interdisziplinäre Annäherungen. Edited with Massimo Introvigne. Marburg, Germany: Dialogonal-Verlag, 2000. Posted at http://www.cesnur.org. 
"The Rise of New Religions Studies." CESNUR (Center for Studies in New Religions) Conference, Bryn Athym, Pennsylvania, June 2-5, 1999. Posted at http://www.cesnur.org. 

"Emerging New Religions: Some Missiological Considerations." American Missiological Society, Techny, Illinois, June 18-20, 1999.

"Religious Pluralism—A Global Perspective." Presented at the conference on "Religious Liberty: International Perspectives," Brigham Young University School of Law, October 4-6, 1998, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

"Reiki: The International Spread of a New Age Healing Movement" 

"The Modern Anti-Cult Movement in Historical Perspective." Presented at the Symposium on New Religious Movements: Challenge and Response, Institute of Oriental Philosophy European Centre, April 7-9, 1995.

"Child Abuse and the Cults" Presented at the American Psychological Association, Los Angeles, California, August 12-16, 1994.

"The Future of the New Age Movement." Presented at Rennord 94, the joint meeting of the Renner Conference on New Religions and New Religiosity and the Nordic Conference on the Sociology of Religion, Copenhagen, Denmark, August 22-25, 1994.

"The Emergence of New Religions in Eastern Europe Since 1989." Presented at Rennord 94, the joint meeting of the Renner Conference on New Religions and New Religiosity and the Nordic Conference on the Sociology of Religion, Copenhagen, Denmark, August 22-25, 1994.

The Evangelical Thrust into Eastern Europe in the 1990s." Presented at the International Conference on "New Religions and the New Europe," London School of Economic, London, England, March 25-28, 1993. 

"The Emergence of Astrology: The Case of North America." Presented at conference of the International Society for the Sociology of Religion, Budapest, Hungary, July 19-23, 1993.

"New Religious Movements and Interfaith Dialogue." Presented at the World's Parliament of Religions, August 31-September 4, 1993.

"On Doing Communal Studies in a Post-Marxist Era." Presented at the Communal Studies Society meeting at New Harmony Indiana, October 14-17, 1993.

"Child Abuse, Suicide, and the Branch Davidians." Presented at the American Academy of Religion, Washington, D.C., November 20-23, 1993.

"Toward a Spiritual Environmentalism." Presented at the conference on "Understanding and Appreciating Similarities and Differences in Religious and Spiritual Practice," Larkspur, California, February 7-8, 1992.

"Paschal Beverly Randolph: America's Pioneer Occultist." Presented at the conference on "The Challenge of Magic, Spiritualism, Satanism, and Occultism in Contemporary Societies," Lyon, France, April 6-8, 1992.

"The Rise of New Religious Movements in Europe" Presented at the Fifth Annual International Conference on New Religions, Santa Barbara, California, May 1991.

"The Case of Edward J. Arens and the Distortion of the History of New Thought." Presented at the Society for the Study of Metaphysical Religion, Tampa, Florida, July 20, 1991.

"But Is It Really Religion: New Religious Movements and the Problem of Religious Authenticity." Presented at the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, November 10-12, 1991.

"The Emergence of New Religions in Europe." With Gary L. Ward. Presented at the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, November 10-12, 1991. 

"What Is a 'Cult?': A Religious Studies Perspective." Presented at the annual meeting of the American Psychological Association, Boston, Massachusetts, August 10-14, 1990.

"Kashi Ranch: The New Age Comes to Florida." Presented at the joint conference of the Sunstone Foundation and the Pacific Coast Chapter of the National Historical Communal Societies Association, Provo, Utah, May 4-5, 1990. Rpt. as: "Kashi: A Meeting of east and West in a "New Age" Community." Rpt. in: James R. Lewis, ed. The Encyclopedia Sourcebook of New Age Religions. Amherst, NY: Prometheus Books, 2004, 134-49.

"New Religious Movements in America and Europe: An Overview." Presented at the International Seminar on New Religious Movements: The European Situation, Lugano, Switzerland, April 2-21, 1990.

"Edgar Cayce and Reincarnation: Past Life Readings and Religious Symbology." Presented at the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Virginia Beach, Virginia, November 9-11, 1990.

"Research on New Religions: Needs and Prospects." Presented at the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Virginia Beach, Virginia, November 9-11, 1990.

"New Census of Religious Groups: American Membership Trends in the Twentieth Century." With Philip Lucas. Presented at the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, November 9-11, 1990.

"Prediction or Spirituality? How the New Age Has Transformed Astrology." With Shoshannah Feher. Presented at the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Virginia Beach, Virginia, November 9-11, 1990.

"Contemporary Satanic Practice." Presented at the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Salt Lake City, Utah, October 27-29, 1989

"New Thought and the New Age." Presented at the American Society of Church History, San Francisco, California, December 27-30, 1989.

"Edward Bellamy, Universal Brotherhood and the Theosophical Society." Presented at the meeting of the Society of Utopian Studies, Boston, Massachusetts, September 29-October 2, 1988.

"Testing the Truisms about the Cults." Presented at the meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Chicago, Illinois, November 19-22, 1988.

"The American Buddhist Apologetic against Christianity, 1880¾1940." Presented at the conference on "Buddhism and Christianity: Towards the Human Future," Berkeley, California, August 10-15, 1987.

"The Communal Thrust in American Theosophy." Presented at the meeting of the National Historical Communal Societies Association, Bishop Hill, Illinois, October 15-18, 1987.

"Emma Curtis Hopkins: New Thought's Forgotten Founder." Presented at the meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Boston, Massachusetts, December 10-15, 1987.

"The Evidences of Satan in Contemporary America: A Survey." Presented at the meeting of the Pacific Division of the American Philosophical Association, Los Angeles, California, March 27-29, 1986.

"Toward the Cooperation of the Academy and the Church in Facing the New Pluralism." Presented at the meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Atlanta, Georgia, November 22-24, 1986.

"A Survey of America's Second Burst of Communalism: The Post Civil War Growth of Communes." Presented at a meeting of the National Historic Communal Societies Association, Amana, Iowa, October 4-7, 1984.

"The History and Function of Communes in America." Presented at a meeting of the National Historic Communal Societies Association, New Harmony, Indiana, October 13-16, 1983.

"The Origins of Contemporary Neo-Paganism: A Report on Research in Progress." Presented at a meeting of the Popular Culture Association held at Detroit, Michigan, April 17, 1980. 
"Neo-Paganism: Report on the Survey of an Alternative Religion." Presented at a meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Cincinnati, Ohio, October 30-November 2, 1980. 
"Deprogramming: A Response to the Rise of the Cults." Presented at a meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Cincinnati, Ohio, October 30-November 2, 1980.

"The Neo-Pagans of America: An Alternative Religion." Presented at a meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Dallas, Texas, November 5-9, 1980.

"Jim Jones, Charles Manson and the Process of Religious Group Disintegration." Presented at the meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, San Antonio, Texas, October 28, 1979. 
"Sources and Resources for Teaching the Occult." Presented at the meeting of the Midwest Popular Culture Association held at Bowling Green State University, October 1976. 

“John Wesley and the Supernatural.” A Paper presented at the meeting of the Academy of Religion and Psychical Research held at Garrett Theological Seminary in November 1972.

Miscellaneous:

Besides the above-mentioned items, Dr. Melton was an Associate Editor of the Encyclopedia of World Methodism (Nashville, TN: Cokesbury, 1968) and contributed all the articles on sectarian Methodist groups in the United States and others on the Holiness Movement. He contributed the majority of the articles for the Department of the Army's two volumes on American religious groups prepared for their chaplains: Religious Requirements and Practices for Certain Selected Groups, A Handbook for Chaplains (Department of the Army, April 1978, No. 165-13, 266 pp.) and Religious Requirements and Practices of Certain Selected Groups, A Handbook Supplement for Chaplains (Department of the Army, April 1980, No. 165-13-1. 214 pp.). A new edition was completed in 1991.

Member of the Steering Committee of the Religion and Social Sciences of the American Academy of Religion, 1980-1981. Chairman and Respondent, session on "Religion and Social Movements," AAR, 1981. Chairman, Sessions on "New Religion" AAR, 1985. Member of the Steering Committee of the New Religions Section of the American Academy of Religion, 1986-2002, 2006-present.

Member of the National Advisory Council of the National Historical Communal Societies Association (now the Communal Studies Association), 1984-1995. President of the Pacific Coast Chapter of the National Historical Communal Societies Association, 1985-1989. Vice-president of the Communal Studies Association 1989-92. President of the Communal Studies Association, 1992-94.

Founding member of the International Board of the Center for Studies of New Religions (CESNUR), 1989-present.

Founding member of the board of the Society for the Study of Metaphysical Religion. Associate Editor of Theosophical History (1990-present).

In 2013, Dr. Melton was given the Distinguished Service Award by The General Commission on Archives and History of the United Methodist Church.
