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2011 - Present, Assistant Professor.



Catawba College, Salisbury, NC.

2009 - 2011, Post-Doctoral Fellow.



Institute for Studies of Religion, Baylor University, Waco, TX.

EDUCATION
Ph.D., Sociology, Baylor University, Waco, TX; 2009.


Dissertation: American Buddhism: A Sociological Perspective

Dissertation Committee: Christopher D. Bader (chair), Rodney Stark, Paul Froese, 
Charles M. Tolbert II, and Charles M. North.
M.A., Sociology, Baylor University, Waco, TX; 2006.

Thesis: Income Inequality and Religion: The Importance of Economic 
Surroundings on Religious Adherence

Dissertation Committee: Christopher D. Bader (chair), Charles M. Tolbert II, and 
Charles M. North.

B.A., Mathematics and Religion, cum laude, Middlebury College, Middlebury, VT; 2003.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, Catawba College, Salisbury, NC


Honors Program First Year Seminar: End of the World (Fall 2014)


Honors Program Cash, Money, Billionaires (Spring 2014)


Honors Program Breaking all the Rules: Deviance in Societies (Spring 2016)

First Year Seminar: End of the World (Fall 2012)


Social Science Research (Fall 2012, Fall 2013, Spring 2015, Spring 2016)

Social Theory (Fall 2011, Spring 2013, Fall 2014, Fall 2015)

Sociology of Religion (Spring 2012, Spring 2014, Fall 2015)


Social Movements and Social Change (Spring 2012, Fall 2013)

Sociology of Sports (Spring 2013, Spring 2015) 
Independent Study: Theory of Dying Cultures (Fall 2013), Sociology of Religion (Spring 2016)
Introduction to Sociology (Fall 2011: 2 Sections, Spring 2012: 2 Sections, Fall 2012: 2 Sections, Spring 2013: 2 Sections, Fall 2013: 2 Sections, Spring 2014: 2 Sections, Fall 2014: 2 Sections, Spring 2015, Fall 2015: 2 Sections, Spring 2016)
Instructor of Record, Department of Sociology, Baylor University, Waco, TX

Social Statistics (Spring 2007, Fall 2007, Spring 2009)

Social Statistics Laboratory (Spring 2006, Fall 2006)
Introduction to Sociology (Summer 2010, Fall 2010)

Teaching Assistant, Department of Sociology, Baylor University, Waco, TX


Multivariate Statistical Methods, Graduate Level, Spring 2009


Social Science Data Analysis, Graduate Level, Fall 2008


Introduction to Sociology (Fall 2004, Spring, Summer, Fall 2005)

Supervised Teaching Preparation


Faculty Development Workshop, Fall 2015

Faculty Development Workshop, Summer 2013

Seminars for Excellence in Teaching, Fall 2007

Teaching Assistant Preparation Program, Spring 2007
Seminar in Teaching, Fall 2006, Spring 2007

BOOKS

Baker, Joseph and Buster Smith. 2015. American Secularism: Cultural Contours of Nonreligious Belief Systems. New York University Press: New York.

Keenan, John P., Lansing Davis, Sydney Copp, and Buster Smith. 2008. Grounding Our Faith in a Pluralistic World – With a Little Help from Nagarjuna. Wipf & Stock: Eugene, Oregon.
JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS
Jang, Sung Joon, Byron R. Johnson, Young-Il Kim, Edward Polson, and Buster Smith. 2014. Structured Voluntary Youth Activities and Positive Outcomes in Adulthood: An Exploratory Study of Involvement in Scouting and Subjective Well-Being. Sociological Focus, 47:238-67.

Polson, Edward, Young-Il Kim, Sung Joon Jang, Byron R. Johnson, and Buster Smith. 2013. Being Prepared and Staying Connected: Scouting’s Influence on Social Capital and Community Involvement. Social Science Quarterly, 94(3): 758-776.
Smith, Buster. 2012. The Tangled Web of Buddhism: An Internet Analysis of Religious Doctrinal Differences. Contemporary Buddhism, 13(2): 301-19.

Smith, Buster, Christopher P. Scheitle, and Christopher D. Bader. 2012. The Ties that Bind: Network Overlap Among Independent Congregations. Social Science Computer Review, 30(3): 259-73.
Stark, Rodney and Buster Smith. 2012. Pluralism and the Churching of Latin America. Latin American Politics and Society, 54(2):35-50.
Scheitle, Christopher P. and Buster Smith. 2011. A Note on the Frequency and Sources of Close Interreligious Ties. Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, 50(2):410-21.
Stark, Rodney and Buster Smith. 2010. Conversion to Latin American Protestantism and the Case for Religious Motivation. Interdisciplinary Journal of Research on Religion.
Smith, Buster and Byron Johnson. 2010. The Liberalization of Young Evangelicals. Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, 49(2):351-60.
Smith, Buster. 2010. Acceptance of Other Religions in the United States: An HLM Analysis of Variability across Congregations. Social Compass, 57(1):127-42.


Reprinted. Vogt, W. Paul and R. Burke. 2012. Correlation and Regression Analysis. Sage Publications.

Baker, Joseph and Buster Smith. 2009. None too Simple: Examining Issues of Religious Nonbelief and Nonbelonging in the United States. Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, 48(4): 719-33.

Baker, Joseph and Buster Smith. 2009. The Nones: Social Characteristics of the Religiously Unaffiliated. Social Forces, 87(3):1251-65.

Dougherty, Kevin, Christopher Bader, Paul Froese, Edward Polson and Buster Smith. 2009. Religious Diversity in a Conservative Baptist Congregation. Review of Religious Research, 50(3):321-34.

Smith, Buster and Paul Froese. 2008. The Sociology of Buddhism: Theoretical Implications of Current Scholarship. Interdisciplinary Journal of Research on Religion.
Froese, Paul, Christopher Bader and Buster Smith. 2008. Political Tolerance and God’s Wrath in the United States. Sociology of Religion, 69(1):29-44.

Smith, Buster. 2007. Variety in the Sangha: A Survey of Buddhist Organizations in America. Review of Religious Research, 48(3):308-17.
Smith, Buster. 2007. Attitudes toward Religious Pluralism: Measurements and Consequences. Social Compass, 54(2):333-53.

Smith, Buster. 2006. Buddhism in America: An Analysis of Social Receptivity. Contemporary Buddhism, 7(2):149-64.

OTHER PUBLICATIONS
Draper, Scott, Paul Froese, and Buster Smith. 2015. Religious Pluralism and the Individual: The Effects of Meaning of Inter-religious Contact. Journal of Social Science Studies, 2(1): 234-49.
Smith, Buster and Joseph Baker. 2015. Atheism, Agnosticism, and Irreligion. Emerging Trends in Social and Behavioral Sciences. Edited by Robert A. Scott and Stephen M. Kosslyn. Wiley Publications.  By Invitation.
Baker, Joseph and Buster G. Smith.  2014.  Theism, Sexuality, and 

Social Policy.  In Theism and Public Policy edited by Anthony Pinn.  Palgrave Macmillan.

Scheitle, Christopher P. and Buster Smith. 2012. Religious Affiliation, College Degree Attainment and Religious Switching. In Research in the Sociology of Work, Vol 23: Religion, Work and Inequality edited by Lisa Keister, John McCarthy and Roger Finke. MPS Limited.

Smith, Buster and Rodney Stark. 2009. Religious Attendance Relates to Generosity Worldwide. http://www.gallup.com/poll/122807/Religious-Attendance-Relates-Generosity-Worldwide.aspx
FUNDING AND GRANTS
November 2009 – June 2011, Research Associate.


“Merit Beyond the Badge: Eagle Scouts in Later Life,” John M. Templeton Foundation.  Amount Funded: $992,508

May 2010 - Co-PI with Dr. Joseph Baker, Dr. Penny Edgell, and Dr. Jerry Park.

Letter of Inquiry Accepted.


“Nones, Alts, and Others,” John M. Templeton Foundation.  
September 2010 – Co-PI with Dr. Joseph Baker, Dr. Penny Edgell, and Dr. Jerry Park. Grant Submission.

“Nones, Alts, and Others,” John M. Templeton Foundation.  


Amount Requested: $400,000
PRESENTATIONS
Shifting Allegiances: Changes in Religious Affiliation (or lack thereof). Society for the Scientific Study of Religion Annual Conference. Atlanta, GA. October, 2016.

Author Meets Critics: American Secularism: The Cultural Contours of Nonreligious Belief Systems. Newport Beach, CA. October 2015.
Gender and Secularity: Solving the Riddle of Gendered Religiosity. Society for the Scientific Study of Religion Annual Conference. Indianapolis, IN. October, 2014.

Apostasy from and Retention to Religion of Socialization in the United States, 1972-2012. Society for the Scientific Study of Religion Annual Conference. Boston, MA. November, 2013.

Theism, Sexual Politics, and Social Policy in the American States. Presented by Dr. Joseph Baker. Symposium for the Institute for Humanist Studies at Rice University. Houston, TX. November, 2012.

Irreligion and Ideology. Society for the Scientific Study of Religion Annual Conference. Phoenix, AZ. November, 2012.

From Post-Doc to Tenure Track. Society for the Scientific Study of Religion Annual Conference. Phoenix, AZ. November, 2012.

Being Prepared (And Staying Connected): Scouting’s Influence on Social Capital.  Presented by Dr. Edward Polson. Eastern Sociological Society Annual Conference in New York, February, 2012.

(In)Voluntary Associations and Religiosity. Society for the Scientific Study of Religion Annual Conference. Milwaukee, WI. October, 2011.
Religion, College Degree Attainment and Religious Switching. Bringing Stratification Process “Back In” to the Scientific Study of Religion. Penn State University. May, 2011.
Irreligion as a Relatively Deviant Identity. Society for the Scientific Study of Religion Annual Conference. Baltimore, MD. October, 2010.

Gender and Unconventional Religion. Society for the Scientific Study of Religion Annual Conference. Denver, CO. October, 2009.

Can a House Divided Stand? How Congregational Heterogeneity Affects Congregational Growth and Decline. Society for the Scientific Study of Religion Annual Conference. Louisville, KY. October, 2008.

In Buddha We Trust. Society for the Scientific Study of Religion Annual Conference. Tampa, FL. November, 2007.

The Rise of Buddhism. Society for the Scientific Study of Religion Annual Conference. Portland, OR. October, 2006.

Variety in the Sangha. Society for the Scientific Study of Religion Annual Conference. Rochester, NY. November, 2005.

Sociology of Buddhism: The Current State of Affairs. Baylor University Scholar’s Day Presentation. Waco, TX. February, 2005.

AWARDS AND HONORS
Presidential Scholar, Baylor University, Waco, TX; 2004-2009. $25,000.
Faculty Development Funds, Catawba College, November 2011. $500.
Faculty Development Funds, Catawba College, November 2012. $500.
Faculty Development Funds, Catawba College, November 2013. $1,160.

Faculty Development Funds, Catawba College, October 2014. $995.

Faculty Development Funds, Catawba College, October 2015. $1,000.

Faculty Development Funds, Catawba College, October 2015. $920.

Faculty Development Funds, Catawba College, October 2016. $920.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

American Sociological Association

Society for the Scientific Study of Religion

Southern Sociological Society
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AND SERVICE
Webmaster, ASA Sociology of Religion, 2012-2014.

Book Award Committee Member, ASA Sociology of Religion 2017.
Managing Editor, Interdisciplinary Journal of Research on Religion, 2016-Present.
Editorial Board Member. Journal of Ideology, 2009-Present.
Book Reviewer.


Sage Publications


Oxford University Press


Bloomsbury Books


Humanist Press

Article Reviewer. 
Social Forces 

Sociological Forum

Social Science Research

Interdisciplinary Journal of Research on Religion
Journal of Ideology

Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion
Politics and Religion, Public Opinion Quarterly

Review of Religious Research

Secularism and Nonreligion

Sociological Focus

Sociology of Religion
The Sociological Quarterly
Political Research Quarterly
Latin American Politics and Society
International Journal for the Psychology of Religion

SERVICE TO CATAWBA COLLEGE
Committee Work

Curriculum Committee Member, 2011-2014

College Honors Program Committee Member, 2012-2016

Faculty Senate Secretary, 2013-2014

Faculty Senate Senator, 2014-2016

Quality Enhancement Plan Co-Chair, 2014-2015
Curriculum Committee Chair, 2016-present
Hearing Committee, 2016-present

Activities


Graduate School Forum Participant, 2011


Graduate School Forum Organizer, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016

First Family (McCorkle’s) Interviewer, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016


Preview Day Advisor, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016


Play Respondent, 2012 (The Laramie Project), 2015 (Guys and Dolls)

Focus Group Leader for FYS, 2013


Focus Group Leader for Writing Center, 2015

Invited Alpha Chi Homilist, 2015
Alpha Chi Faculty Advisor, 2016
Smith
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